
Discover Your
World 2020

This week we focus on the past.  We will cover the history of
geography in three different ways.  First, we will look at the the
inventions humans have made that have changed how they live,
where they live, and how they explore their world.  Second, we
will learn about the locations where important historic events
occurred.  Finally, we will learn about many historic civilizations,
where they ruled, and when they existed.

Week 5

The Historic World



What should you study to do well?

Example Challenge Questions

What will the categories be? 

Learn the names of different historical civilizations as
well as their leaders and accomplishments.
Be able to find them on the map.
Know when they existed and what landmarks they may
have built.
Be able to name different technologies that influenced
geography and when they were created.
Know where important historical events occurred and
how they changed the world.

Which came first? (Know which event, invention, or
civilization in a list happened first)
They were there (Recognize historic civilizations from
their territory on a map)
Which one doesn't belong? (Know which thing in a list
doesn't fit with the rest)
They built it (Know which civilization made different
landmarks)
Where did it happen? (Know where historic events
occurred)
Inventions (Recognize breakthroughs by description)

What's new this year?
4 Historic Events and 2 Civilizations.

Which civilizations was united by Menes?
What was capital to both the Byzantine and Ottoman Empire?s



What?

Humans build devices to make work
easier.

Humans learned to use fire for heat
and cooking

Cave paintings show that humans
could represent their world
abstractly and record their thoughts.

Starting with dogs, humans learned
to train and breed animals for work,
food, and materials.

Humans learned how to make farms,
giving constant food and allowing
them to build cities.

By building systems to move water,
humans could build more efficient
farms to feed more people.

Metal tools lasted longer and could
perform tougher jobs than other
early materials.

A Timeline of
Inventions

This list goes through many of the major human breakthroughs.  Some will be
obvious why they are important to geography, but others might make you
wonder.  Remember, geography is about both places and people, so
inventions that allow cities to be formed, countries to expand, and people
communicate are all important geographic breakthroughs. 

Discovery

Tools

Control of Fire

Artwork

Animal
Domestication

Agriculture

Irrigation

Bronze Working

When?

~2,600,000 years
ago

~1,000,000 years
ago

~40,000 years ago

~15,000 years ago

~12,000 years ago

~8,000 years ago

~6,500 years ago



What?

Pottery allowed people to make
containers to store food.

Land transportation became easier
when wheels allowed for rolling
vehicles.

Broke up the ground more easily
than hand tools to make agriculture
more efficient.

Allowed people to record thoughts,
preserving knowledge.

Allowed for rivers to be used as a
form of efficient transportation

A lightweight, but fragile material for
writing.

Iron is a stronger material than
bronze, allowing for better and
longer lasting tools.

By transporting water long
distances, cities could increase their
water supply and grow larger.

Being able to travel the seas allowed
humans to explore more of their
world and set up trade with other
civilizations.

Money systems simplify trading by
making a single item that has
universal value.

Discovery

Potter's Wheel

Vehicle Wheel

Plow

Written Language

Sailboat

Papyrus

Iron Working

Aqueduct

Seafaring Ship

Coinage

When?

~6,500 years ago

~6,000 years ago

~6,000years ago

~5,500 years ago

~5,000 years ago

~5,000 years ago

~4,000 years ago

~4,000 years ago

~3,300 years ago

~2,700 years ago



What?

Iron is vulnerable to rust.  Steel is
even more durable and doesn't rust.

A material that can easily be shaped,
many civilizations were made out of it.

Light and relatively durable, paper
was the recording material of choice
for over 2,000 years

First identified by Indian
mathematician Brahmagupta, zero's
properties advanced algebra.

Magnetic forces helped explorers find
their way.

Scientists of the Islamic Golden Age
introduced the first systematic
approach to study.

Paper money both made currency
easier to transport and introduced
the idea of symbolic value to finance.

Considered by many to be the most
important invention in history, the
printing press spread information
around the world by making books
affordable and newspapers possible.

Every science utilizes the scientific
method to study the world.

The foundation of classical physics as
described by Isaac Newton.

Discovery

Hardened Steel

Cement

Paper

Algebraic Zero

Compass

Experimental
Methodology

Paper Money

Printing Press

Formal Scientific
Method

Law of
Gravitation

When?

~2,500 years ago

~2,500 years ago

~2,200 years ago

~600 AD

~1000 AD

~1020 AD

~1050 AD

1440 AD

1620 AD 

1687 AD



Discovery

Calculus

Sextant

Steam Engine

Cotton Gin

Vaccine

Train

Combine
Harvester

Anesthesia

Oil Refining

Sewer System

When?

~1680 AD

1731 AD

1775 AD

1794 AD

1796 AD

1825 AD

1835 AD

1846 AD

1856 AD

1859 AD

What?

Calculus describes change, greatly
expanding what we can do with math.

This navigation tool improved sea travel.

Using fuel to generate incredible power,
the steam engine sparked the
industrialization.

Made to process cotton, this invention
lead to an increase in the slave trade.

By teaching the immune system to
defend again illnesses, vaccines have
saved lives and eradicated diseases.

Trains made transportation across long
distances faster and cheaper,
expanding industrialization across
countries.

This tool combined the function of
many agricultural implements,
increasing the efficiency of farmers.

By blocking pain during surgeries,
anesthesia allowed for painful medical
procedures to be more comfortable
and have far better success rates.

Petroleum has become the world's
most important fuel.

By safely disposing of human waste,
cities can avoid filth and disease.



Discovery

Sterile Surgery

Assembly Line

Telephone

Combustion
Engine

Electrical Lines

Refrigeration

Radio

Air Conditioner

Chemical
Fertilizer

Airplane

When?

1867 AD

1867 AD

1867 AD

1876AD

1881 AD

1882 AD

1895AD

1902AD

1902 AD

1903 AD

What?

There is little point of doing a surgery if
a person dies from an infection. 
 Sterilization is based on germ theory
and makes modern medicine possible.

This organized means of manufacturing
made the most of industrial power.

Telephones made conversations able to
be held immediately and remotely.

Fuel burning engines lead to the
invention of the car which changed the
way cities and countries were designed.

With the creation of power lines, the
wonders of industrialization could be
brought directly into people's homes.

Portable coldness allowed for different
foods to be kept fresh, completely
changing the way we eat.

The radio allowed for current
information to reach huge audiences
and changed popular culture.

Air conditioners changed where people
could live and work

Without nitrogen fixation we could not
feed everyone on our planet.

Taking to the skies made transportation
even faster with new routes possible.



Discovery

Television

Penicillin

Nuclear
Weapons

Integrated Circuit

Personal
Computer

Mobile Phone

Public Internet

When?

1925 AD

1928 AD

1945 AD

1958 AD

1974 AD

1983 AD

1989 AD

What?

Transmitting video images changed
entertainment and how people stayed
informed.

This antibiotic has been used to treat
many bacterial infections and illnesses.

Nuclear weapons completely changed
warfare.  Able to cause destruction
beyond comprehension, nuclear
weapons have been a threat to human
existence since their creation.

Computer chips are in everything in
modern life and are the basic building
block of most modern technology.

Early computers were huge machines
that needed their own room and could
mostly perform specialized tasks. 
 Making computers anyone could have
spurred people to create programs to
do things for regular people, from video
games to social media.

Communication is effortless now that
we can talk to almost anyone from
almost anywhere.

Not since the printing press has there
been such a huge change in the spread
of information.  The public internet
allows anyone to access any
information that anyone else wishes to
make public, for better or worse.



Historic Events 
Some are the great works of human history and triumphs of justice.  Some
are unforgivable crimes.  Many are conflicts that boiled over to engulf entire
countries and even continents.  These historic events changed history and
with it the geography of the world.

The Unification of Egypt
Where:  Egypt
When:  2686 BC
What Happened?:  Menes united upper and lower Egypt under a single
government.
What Changed?:  Egypt became a major regional power in the Middle East
and Mediterranean.  Their society was responsible for many of the world's
early breakthroughs in science and architecture.  Some world firsts and
near firsts of Egypt include irrigation, writing, papyrus, the calendar, and
the sailboat.

The Code of Hammurabi
Where:  Babylonia
When:  1758 BC
What Happened?:  King Hammurabi created a written set of laws.
What Changed?:  For the first time a society has a clear set of rules and
consequences.  With written laws societies can because more predictable
and stable, with a government based on principles rather than just the will
of those enforcing the laws.

Confucius Writes the Analects
Where:  China
When:  ~500 BC
What Happened?:  The speeches  influential philosopher Confucius were
recorded and reproduced
What Changed?:  Confucianism became the dominant philosophy of
imperial China, shaping one of the largest and most advanced civilizations in
the world.  Confucianism inspired systems like civil service and merit-based
hiring that emphasized worker skill and helped to make the government
more efficient.



The Peloponnesian War
Where:  Greece
When:  431 BC
What Happened?:  The two most powerful city-states in Greece fought a war
What Changed?:  Athens and its unique democratic government had been the most
powerful force in the region before being defeated by Sparta.  The Golden Age of Athens
that had brought advances in science and politics came to an end as the total war
strategy brought immense destruction to Greece from which the Athenian city-state
never recoverd.

Alexander the Great's Conquests
Where:  The Middle East and Northern Africa
When:  330 BC
What Happened?:  The Macedonian King Alexander conquered Egypt and
Persia, the latter being the largest civilization in the world.
What Changed?:  Alexander's strategies revolutionized warfare and his
conquests united cultures and shared technologies between the lands
around the Mediterranean.  However Alexander died young and his empire
did not last long creating a vacuum in power the Romans would later fill.

Euclid Writes The Elements
Where:  Greece
When:  ~300 BC
What Happened?:  A Greek wrote a book on geometry.
What Changed?:  This text was the authority on geometry for over a
thousand years.  The concepts of geometry were important for many
human endeavors like architecture and engineering across many
civilizations.

The Assassination of Julius Caesar
Where:  Rome
When:  44BC
What Happened?:  After declaring himself dictator for life, Julius Caesar was
assassinated by a group of Roman senators on the senate floor.
What Changed?:  Civil war broke out in Rome which lead to the winning
parties changing Rome from a Republic to an Empire.  Pax Romana, an era
of great scientific and political advancement, followed as the empire stood
for several hundred years.



The Crusades
Where:  The Middle East
When:  1096-1271 AD
What Happened?:  Europeans made invasions into the Middle East, temporarily capturing
territory including parts of the "Holy Land"
What Changed?:  The Crusades were a series of religious wars.  While some cultural
exchange between the Christian and Arabic world was a positive, the pointless death and
aggression drove a massive rift between the two sides.  No land was permanently captured
and the chaos of the crusades caused damage to anyone in their way.  For example the
city of Constantinople, a capital of the Christian Byzantine Empire, was sacked by Christian
crusaders on their way to the "Holy Land."

Ibn al-Haytham writes The Book of Optics
Where:  Egypt
When:  ~1000 AD
What Happened?:  A scientist studied how to bend light.
What Changed?:  While the Greeks studied the basics of how light works,
Ibn al-Haytham's work lead to the creation of lens that could redirect light
to specific angles.  This work would lead to important inventions, including
eyeglasses, the microscope, and most important to geography, the
telescope.  The Book of Optics is one of the most enduring works of the
Islamic Golden Age.

The Conquest of Britain
Where:  Greece
When:  1066 AD
What Happened?:  William the Conqueror lead the Normans in a conquest
of Britain, concluding at the Battle of Hastings.
What Changed?:  Britain would remain unconquered to this day.  The
stability of continuous rule would help them to grow into the most
influential civilization of the millennium, both in terms of scientific
advancement, political development,  cultural reach, and imperial
dominance.

The Conquest of Mecca
Where:  Saudi Arabia
When:  629 AD
What Happened?:  Muhammad, prophet and leader of the new Muslim
faith, captured the city of Mecca.
What Changed?:  There are a lot of religions in history.  Most die out, but
Islam has lasted for well over 1,000 years with over 2 billion followers.  The
conquest of Mecca was one of the pivotal events that united the Arab
world under one faith and lead to numerous Islamic Empires that would
hold sway over the MIddle East and beyond.



Columbus's Voyage
Where:  The Caribbean
When:  1492 AD
What Happened?:  Funded by the Spanish, an Italian explorer crossed the
Atlantic Ocean.
What Changed?:  Columbus's discovery caused European nations to
scramble to make colonies in what they called "The New World".  Native
people were exploited and killed, civilizations were destroyed, new nations
were formed, and vast natural resources were claimed.  The Age of
Imperialism began and the political world as we now know it began to form.

Fall on Constantinople
Where:  Constantinople, Byzantine Empire
When:  1453 AD
What Happened?:  The Ottoman Empire sieged the Byzantine capital of
Constantinople, eventually capturing the city and ending their rule.
What Changed?:  The end of the Byzantines was the end of the last vestige of the
Roman Empire that has held power for almost 1,500 years.  The Islamic Ottoman
Empire crossed into Europe, causing a clash of cultures with the largely Christian
population of Europe

The Hajj of Mansa Musa
Where:  Mecca
When:  1324 AD
What Happened?:  Mansa Musa, Emperor of Mali, made a pilgrimage to Mecca,
giving away much of his immense fortune of gold along the way.
What Changed?:  The immense injection of wealth crashed the gold market and
caused serious harm to the economy.  On his way back to Mali, Mansa Musa was
said to have bought back as much of the gold as he could to help fix the damage. 
 While this story may not be a bit exaggerated, it does give a powerful lesson on
economics that was far ahead of its time.

95 Theses
Where:  Germany
When:  1517 AD
What Happened?:  A German professor wrote a list of criticisms about the
Catholicism.
What Changed?:  For over a thousand years Catholicism was the dominant
force in Christianity, the dominant religion in Europe, and the Catholic
Church was one of the most powerful political organizations in the world. 
 Martin Luther sparked a reform movement within the church and when it
encountered resistance, inspired people to leave the Catholic church,
creating their own denominations.  This period, called the reformation,
completely changed the religious and political landscape of Europe.



French Revolution
Where:  France
When:  1789 AD
What Happened?: French peasants revolted against their monarchy.  Heads were cut off.
What Changed?:  Beginning with the storming of the Bastille, the French revolution was a
warning that no matter how powerful you may think you are, you are still vulnerable. 
 Many governments over Europe began to reform and become more democratic to avoid
the same fate.  The revolution lead to Napoleon's rise to Emperor of France and his
conquests briefly dominated Europe.    This pressure helped many colonies successfully
declare independence against their colonizers.

Adam Smith writes The Wealth of Nations
Where:  The United Kingdom
When:  1776 AD
What Happened?:  An Englishman wrote a book about economics.
What Changed?:  Smith's book completely change how people thought about
economics.  Mercantilism, a system that encouraged hoarding precious metals, was
abandoned as the value of labor, productivity, and open markets was recognized.

American Revolution
Where:  US
When:  1776 AD
What Happened?:  The British colonies of North America 
fought a war for independence.
What Changed?:  The British were defeated and the United States formed.  The US had
the world's first democratic constitution.  By the 20th century the US would become the
most powerful, most influential country in the world, both economically and politically.

The Conquest of the Inca and the Aztec
Where:  Mexico, Peru, and surrounding countries
When:  1521AD  (Aztec) and 1572 AD (Inca)
What Happened?:  Spanish Conquistadors, with the help of the diseases they
brought with them, toppled the two largest empires in the Americas.
What Changed?:  Two civilizations were destroyed, countless people were killed
and subjugated, and Spain became the premier Imperial power in the New World.

Magellan's Circumnavigation
Where:  Everywhere
When:  1521 AD
What Happened?:  A voyage by a Portuguese explorer completed a full circle
around the earth.
What Changed?:  Contrary to popular belief, people did know the world was
round.  But it was also very big.  In an attempt to circle it, Magellan died along the
way, but his expedition was the first to complete the feat and prove that the
world was as round as the scientists always thought it was.



World War II
Where:  Everywhere
When:  1939 AD
What Happened?: A war that  involved almost every industrial nation in the world as well as
many other developing nations.  Germany's invasions across Europe and Japan's
expansion across Asia started conflicts in two separate theaters, forming a truly world-
spanning conflict.
What Changed?:  The Germans and the Japanese were eventually defeated.  However, with
much of the world's industrial centers damaged or destroyed, the United States was able
to assert itself as the premiere world power.  A new international divide grew between
communist and democratic nations, creating a cold war that was made all the more
frightening thanks to the world-destroying power of nuclear weapons that both sides held.
Some of the major events of the war include;
The Invasion of Poland:  Poland, 1939; The Bombing of Pearl Harbor: Hawaii, US, 1941;
The Battle of Stalingrad:  Volgograd, Russia, 1942-1943; D-Day:  Normandy, France,  1944
The Atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki:  Japan, 1945

The End of the British Raj
Where:  India, Pakistan, Bangladesh
When:  1947 AD
What Happened?: British rule over the Indian sub-continent ended
What Changed?:  The British Raj was the largest, most populated part of the British
Empire.  The success of the independence movements marked both the failing
power of the British Empire and the rapid end of colonial rule around the world. 
 Mahatmas Gandhi was one of the leaders of the Indian Independence Movement
and his techniques of nonviolent resistance has inspired many civil rights movements
around the world.  Today the countries of the former British Raj have a combined
~1.7 billion people, which accounts for about 20% of the world's population.

The Assassination of Franz Ferdinand
Where:  Sarajevo
When:  1914 AD
What Happened?:  A Bosnian Serb shot and killed Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the heir
to the throne of the Austro-Hungarian Empire
What Changed?:  Things were already tense in Europe at this time as nationalism and
independence movements enveloped the continent.  Attempts at diplomacy failed and
a series of alliances drew almost all of the world's industrial nations into a massive
conflict that lead to more deaths than any other war up to that point in history.

Einstein Discovers Relativity
Where:  The United States
When:  1907-1915 AD
What Happened?:  A physicist made a massive breakthrough in how the universe works.
What Changed?:  Einstein's work made sense of the previously unexplained flaws in
classic physics, greatly expanding our knowledge of the universe.  His work laid the
foundation much about how we understand atomic particles and provided the
groundwork for nuclear power and weapons



Green Revolution
Where:  Worldwide
When:  1950s-1970s AD
What Happened?:  Modern agricultural technologies were transferred to
developing nations.
What Changed?:  Medical advances help people live longer lives, but longer
lives mean more people needing more food.  Much of the world lacked the
farming capabilities to feed their growing populations.  The Green Revolution
was a series of initiatives that developed high yield crops, modernized farm
management, and distributed equipment and supplies where they were
needed, saving countless lives from malnutrician and starvation.

The End of Apartheid
Where:  South Africa
When:  1991 AD
What Happened?: Under immense pressure from internal protest and diplomatic
sanctions, South Africa ended Apartheid, its system of legalized segregation and
exploitation.
What Changed?:  While the British Empire was no more, the legacies of colonial rule are
difficult to eliminate.  Apartheid was one of the worst examples.  As the world has
progressed, nations have become less willing to turn a blind eye of civil rights abuses. 
 With Apartheid ended, South Africa was able to institute a democratic government.

The Fall of the Berlin Wall
Where:  Berlin, Germany
When:  1989 AD
What Happened?: West and East Germany reunified as the Berlin wall was
toppled.
What Changed?:  The fall of the Berlin Wall was a sign of things to come as
many communist governments disbanded in the years that followed.  Most
notably the USSR, a global superpower broke apart.  The reunified country
of Germany has become one of the most economically powerful nations in
the world.

Apollo 11
Where:  The Moon
When:  1969 AD
What Happened?: A manned US spacecraft landed on the moon.
What Changed?:  The greatest achievement of mankind in the field
of exploration, the Space Race between the US and the USSR
started a flurry of scientific breakthroughs as the two sides
competed to be the first to walk on the moon.  Winning the Space
Race was seen as a huge win for the US in the Cold War.



Sumer
Where:  Mesopotamia, between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers
When:  4500 BC-1900BC
Famous Leaders:  Gilgamesh
Who they were?:  The oldest of the civilizations of Mesopotamia, Sumer is
one of the oldest nations in the world.  It is credited with many world firsts
including written language (Cuneiform) and agriculture.  Sumer did not have
a single government, but was instead a series of city states.

Indus Valley Civilization
Where:  Along the Indus River in modern Pakistan
When:  3300 BC - 1300 BC
Famous Leaders:  ???
Who they were?:  Due to their language never being deciphered, we don't
know as much about this civilization as some of the others.  We don't know
what they called themselves or the names of any of their leaders.  We do
know they were one of the oldest civilizations in history, that they were the
first civilization to use the plow, and that they had an advanced system of
sanitation with baths and waste removal.  The civilization probably left the
area due to a lack of water.

Ancient Egypt
Where:  Along the Nile River, Egypt
When:  3100 BC - 322 BC
Famous Leaders:  Hatshepsut, Ramses, Menes
Who they were?:  Ancient Egypt is one of the most recognizable civilizations
in history.  The Egyptians achieved incredible feats of architecture with
limited technology and much of it is still standing thousands of years later. 
 Egyptians created a written language, papyrus, a calendar, wrote the world's
first peace treaty, and madeimportant discoveries in mathematics.

Civilizations of History
 People working together are able to make huge impacts on the world. 
 These civilizations are all notable for their impact on history.

River Valley Civilizations



Ancient Greece
Where:  The Greek peninsula and islands as well as parts of Turkey
When:  776 BC - 146 BC
Famous Leaders:  Pericles, Plato, Aristotle, Hero, Euclid, Homer, Aristophanes, Archimedes
Who they were?:  Athens was the center of many of ancient Greece's contributions to
history.  Credited as being the world's first democracy, Athens is most famous for its
contributions to philosophy.  The works of the Greeks formed to basis for scientific inquiry,
political theory, logic, and artistic criticism.  This was one of the golden ages of human
history.  The rediscovery of the works of the Greeks sparked a period of scientific growth
over a thousand years later.  Greek historians kept amazing records, meaning much of
what we know about the ancient world comes from the Greeks which is great, but it
means many things we have thought about the ancient world may have a Greek bias.

Babylonia
Where:  Mesopotamia between the Tigris and Euphrates
When:  1800 BC - 539 BC
Famous Leaders:  Hammurabi
Who they were?:  Babylon, the capital of Babylonia, was the largest city of its
era.  The Code of Hammurabi was the first written system of law.  Babylon
was famous for its use of clay and brick in its art and architecture.  The
Walls of Babylon were seen as architectural marvel.  Many early discoveries
in mathematics, astronomy, and medicine are credited to the Babylonians. 
 The Hanging Gardens of Babylon was one of the wonders of the ancient
world, but their is no evidence that they actually existed.

Achaemenid Empire (Persians)
Where:  From modern Egypt and Turkey in the west through modern Iran in the
east.
When:  550 BC - 332 BC
Famous Leaders:  Darius the Great, Cyrus the Great
Who they were?:  At its greatest extent the Persian Empire accounted for 25% of
the world's population.  Due to its size the Persians had to create a system of
logistics and government to rules its lands.  Things we still use today like post
offices, road systems, and regional governments (states) were all Persian ideas. 
 Many of the systems the Romans used to manage their huge empire were first
employed by the Persians.

Ancient China
Where:  Yellow River Valley
When:  2070 BC-221BC
Famous Leaders:  Shang Yang, Confucius, Lao Tzu
Who they were?:  China's many agricultural breakthroughs allowed them
to grow into one of the largest population centers in the ancient world. 
 May of the world's early political and religious theories, like Legalism,
Confucianism, and Taoism, find their roots in the Chinese River Valley.

Ancient Civilizations



Roman Empire
Where:  Capital in Rome, Italy.  At its largest extent it covered most of Northern
Africa, Continental Europe, from France to Greece, The British Isles, and parts of
the Middle East.
When:  27 BC - 476 AD
Famous Leaders:  Augustus, Constantine, Trajan, Hadrian
Who they were?:  Despite its bloody beginning, the Roman Empire brought a
period of extended peace to Europe where art and science flourished.  While this
was a great thing for free Romans a third of the people in what is now Italy were
slaves.  While slavery existed in much of the ancient world, the amount of people
in bondage in Rome was incredible.  The fall of Rome marked the start of the Dark
Ages, a period of slow scientific growth in Europe.

Han Dynasty 
Where:  China
When:  206 BC - 220 AD
Famous Leaders:  Emperor Wu, Quin Hai Huang, Cai Lun
Who they were?:  The Han are the second Imperial Dynasty of China and while they
were not the first to unify the area, they are considered the golden age of China. 
 Besides growing the size of the empire and providing for longstanding peace, the
Han is responsible for many inventions, from the ever useful wheelbarrow to deadly
gunpowder to the defining creation of paper, the main source of information
recording for almost 2,000 years.  The Han Dynasty used systems of civil service to
make their government efficient.  The Han built the foundation for Chinese
Dynasties until the 20th century.

Mauryan
Where:  Northern India and surrounding areas
When:  322 BC - 185BC
Famous Leaders:  Ashoka the Great
Who they were?:  The largest of the Indian Empires, the lands of the Mauryan were
united through violent conquest, but the following period was marked by stability
and peace.  The Mauryan built systems of roads, created a universal currency,
embraced religious tolerance, and was the first civilization to have a system of
animal rights.

Aksum
Where:  The Horn of Africa as well as parts of the Arabian Peninsula
When:  100 AD - 960 AD
Famous Leaders:  Ezana
Who they were?:  Aksum was the oldest Christian kingdom in Africa and one of
the great powers of its era.  Its control over the Strait of Hormuz gave it significant
leverage in trade.  Ethiopia, the country that is the center of Aksum, is the longest
lasting civilization in history.



Mongol Khanate
Where:  The Mongol Khanate was the largest continuous empire in history.  It
extended from the Pacific Ocean in China to Turkey, covering most of the land
between with the exception of southern India.
When:  1206 AD - 1368 AD
Famous Leaders:  Genghis Khan, Kublai Khan, Timur
Who they were?:  Through revolutionary military strategy and cavalry based warfare,
the Mongols brought most of Asia together under unified leadership.  There
conquests shattered dynasties in China and the Middle East.  The Silk Road brought a
system of trade that connected China to the Middle East and Europe beyond, but it
also brought disease.  Historians suspect that the bubonic plague, a disease that
killed about of third of the people in Europe, traveled over from Asia.

Mali
Where:  Western Africa along the Niger River
When:  1230 AD - 1670 AD
Famous Leaders:  Sundiata Keita, Mansa Musa
Who they were?:  Rich with gold, Mali built mosques and schools through Western
Africa.  While the empire lasted for several hundred years, most of the lands once
controlled by the Mali were taken over by the Songhai in the latter half of its
existence.  Mali traded with other African civilizations and the Middle East, but the
Sahara desert limited their contact with Europe.

Byzantine Empire
Where:  At its largest extent, it spanned from Greece and Egypt in the west to Iran in
the east.
When:  395 AD - 1453 AD
Famous Leaders:  Justinian I, Constantine the Great, Theodora
Who they were?:  When Rome fell, the Byzantine Empire (also known as the Eastern
Roman Empire)  kept standing for another 1,000 years.  Separating Christian Europe
from Muslim western Asia, the Byzantines held together through the crusades,
pressure from the Islamic Caliphates, and plagues until the Ottomans conquered
them.

Abbasid Caliphate
Where:  Most of the Middle East and Northern Africa
When:  750 AD -1258 AD
Famous Leaders:  Harun al-Rashad, Ibn al-Haytham, al-Khwarimizi
Who they were?:  The "Brushfire of Islam" spread from Morocco to South-East Asia,
with many of these places uniting under a single banner.  Considered the golden age
of the Muslim Caliphates, the Abbasid promoted research in science and
mathematics.  Their House of Wisdom welcomed scholars from around the world
and collaborate.  Medicine, chemistry, and physics all saw major advances in this era.

Middle Age Civilizations



Inca
Where:  The Andes region of South America, including parts of modern Peru,
Ecuador, Bolivia, Colombia, and Chile
When:  1438 AD - 1572 AD
Famous Leaders:  Pachuati Inca Yupanqui
Who they were?:  The largest of the pre-Colombian civilizations, the Inca
brought together hundreds of civilizations in the Andes under single rulership.  
The Inca Empire did not use money as most civilizations do, instead relying on
a system of barter, communal property, and community service.

Maya
Where:  The Yucatan Pennisula, in modern Mexico, Guatamala, and Belize.
When:  2000 BC- 1627 AD
Famous Leaders:  Pacal the Great, Jasaw Chan K'awil
Who they were?:  The oldest of the major Pre-Columbian civilizations, the Maya
built large urban areas including their famous pyramids.  The Maya
independently made many breakthroughs in math and science, including the
creation of their famously accurate calendar.

Ottoman Empire
Where:  The Middle East, Northern Africa, Turkey
When:  1299 AD- 1922 AD
Famous Leaders:  Suleiman the Magnificent, Umar the Great
Who they were?:  The Ottoman Empire served as the cultural melting pot of the Islamic
world.  Traditions of the lands they conquered were assimilated into the empire's
culture, helping them government over the many different ethic groups in their empire.

Ayutthaya Kingdom
Where:  South-East Asia, including modern Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam
When:  1350 AD - 1767 AD
Famous Leaders:  King Narai
Who they were?:  The Ayutthaya Kingdom was also called Siam or Krung Tai.  With
relations with both Japan and Europe, the Ayutthaya were one of the most
successful traders of their time.  The Ayutthaya controlled were one of the few
places able to avoid colonization by Europeans.

Aztec
Where:  Southern Mexico
When:  1300 AD - 1521 AD
Famous Leaders:  Montezuma I, Montezuma II
Who they were?:  A military alliance of city-states, the Aztec were a more
militaristic  civilization that was still expanding their territory when the
Spanish came to the Americas and shattered the Empire.



Second British Empire
Where:  The British Isles, the Indian sub-continent, South Africa, Nigeria, Canada,
Australia, New Zealand, Belize, Jamaica, the Bahamas, Botswana, Tanzania,
Namibia, Zimbabwe, Kenya, Uganda, Sudan, Egypt, Ghana, Sierra Leone, Malawi,
Gambia, Malaysia, Oman, Yemen, United Arabs Emirates, Brunei, Iraq, Jordan,
Cyprus, Israel, Singapore, Belize, Hong Kong, and numerous small island territories
When: 1783 AD - 1997 AD
Famous Leaders:  King George III, Winston Churchill, Queen VIctoria
Who they were?:  The largest empire in history, the British Empire ruled much of
the world during the 19th century.  Their dominance is a large reason why English
is the most spoken language in the world.  The effects their colonialism has had on
the world is difficult to count, but some of the major ones include the exploitation
of natural resources, the displacement and death of indigenous people, and the
creation of governments that segregated and discriminated against the very
people that they should have represented.  The British Empire slowly decolonized
over the 20th century, ending with the handover of Hong Kong to China.

Dutch Empire
Where:  The Netherlands, Belgium, South Africa, Indonesia, parts of Brazil, the
North-Eastern United States, Taiwan, Sri Lanka, Ghana, Guyana, and the Ivory
Coast.
When:  1543 AD - 1975 AD
Famous Leaders:  William of Orange
Who they were?:  Besides their colonies, the Dutch had trading posts in many of
the most important locations around the world.  The Dutch East and West Indies
companies dominated international trade until the 18th century when the British
began to assert their dominance.  The Dutch West Indies company is particularly
infamous as they were one of the largest traders of slaves, bringing people
against their will from Africa to the Americas.

Spanish Empire
Where:  Spain, Mexico, most of Central and South America (excluding Brazil,
Suriname, Guyana, and Belize), the Western United States, Cuba, the Dominican
Republic, Puerto Rico, the Philippines, Equatorial Guinea
When:  1492 AD- 1975 AD
Famous Leaders:  Ferdinand and Isabella, Francisco Pissarro, Hernan Cortez
Who they were?:  Spain was the first imperial power to make colonies in the new
world thanks to the head start they received by sponsoring Columbus's voyage.  
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Mughal Empire
Where:  The Indian sub-continent
When:  1526 AD - 1857 AD
Famous Leaders:  Akbar the Great, Shah Jahan
Who they were?:  The Mughals came from Central Asia conquered much of
the territory of the Indian subconitient.  The architecture of the Mughal
Empire is some of the most famous in the history of the world.  The Taj
Mahal, the Red Fort, the Lahore Fort, and the Moti Masjid Mosque were all
built during the reign of a single ruler, Shah, Jahan.  While the Mughals were
Islamic, they instituted policies of religious tolerance helped them rule over a
very diverse population.  The Mughal Empire was the manufacturing
powerhouse of their era, at one point producing about 25% of all finished
goods in the world.

Empire of Japan
Where:  Japan, the Korean Pennisula, Parts of Indonesia, parts of China, the
Philippines, many smaller Pacific islands, and parts of South-East Asia.
When: 1868 AD - 1945 AD
Famous Leaders:  Meiji, Hirohito
Who they were?:  While many other Asian countries fell under the sway of
European powers, Japan was able to industrialize and become an Imperial power
in its own right.  Its increasingly aggressive actions lead to its involvement in
World War II and its eventual disbanding. 

The European Union
Where:  Much of continental Europe as well as Malta, Ireland, and the UK (at least
for now).
When:  1993 AD -Now
Who are they?:  What began as a trade organization has turned into an international
union of 28 nations.  The EU makes shared regulations for these countries and
allows free trade and movement between them.  The past seventy years have been
some of the most peaceful in the history of  Europe and it is the EU's goal to
maintain that.  In 2016 the UK voted to leave the EU, the first country ever to take
that step.

The USSR
Where:  Russia and many surrounding countries in Europe and Central Asia
When:  1922 AD -1991 AD
Famous Leaders:  Joseph Stalin, Mikael Gorbechev
Who they were?:  After revolutions in Russia overthrew the empire, Vladimir
Lenin's Bolshevik party took power, creating the largest communist government in
history.  Competition between the USSR and the USA formed the basis of the Cold
War, a series of indirect conflicts that sought to prove which country had the
superior ideology and spread influence around the globe.  
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